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Big  News  for  Elm  Creek  Farmers 

The  allotment  of  funds  for  the  Elm  Creek  Project  has  been  in- 
creased to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  now  possible  to  offer  the 
farmers  a much  greater  inducement  for  coming  into  the  program. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  the  Soil  Erosion  Service  to  hire  a 
great  many  men  to  build  terraces,.  The  farmers  in  the  watershed 
who  are  cooperating  with  the  Government  will  have  the  first 
chance  at  this  work.  They  will  be  paid  at  the  minimum  rate  of 
$3.20  per  day  for  a man  and  team.  Those  who  are  able  to  build 
more  than  800  feet  of  terraces  a day  will  be  paid  more,  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  work  done.  This  will  amount  to  2/5 
of  a cent  per  foot,  which  is  double  the  original  rate  paid. 

North  and  South  Elm  May  Be  Included  in  Project 

Farmers  living  in  North  and  South  Elm  watersheds  are  working 
hard  to  get  their  area  included  in  the  Soil  Erosion  Program. 
Owing  to  the  increased  allotment  either  North  Elm  or  South 
Elm  will  be  included  in  the  Big  Eln  Crock  demonstration,  if 
85  % of  the  farmers  sign  up-  WE  know  that  one  area  can  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Central  Texas  Project  and  it  is  possible  that 
both  areas  can  be  included  If  at  least  85  % of  the  farmers  in 
both  areas  agree  to  cooperate  with  the  Soil  Erosion  Service. 
Meetings  have  been  held  at  Westphalia,  Wilson  School,  Barclay 
and  North  Elm  School  in  the  North  Elm  watershed  and  at  New 
Colony,  and  at  Loo  Dale  in  the  South  Elm  area  for  the  purpose 
of  informing  farmers  of  the  plan  of  the  Soil  Erosion  Service 
and  the  opportunity  they  have  to  protect  their  farms  from 
erosion  if  the  required  percentage  agree  to  cooperate.  As  a 
result  of  these  meetings  committeemen  appointed  in  both  areas 
by  the  farmers  are  working  day  and  night  to  get  the  required 
number  of  farmers  to  sign  up  and  to  agree  to  protect  their 
farms  from  erosion.  Work  will  begin  immediately  in  the  area 
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which  signs  up  first,  and  it  is  hoped- that  both  areas  may  be 
finally  included. 

Erosion  Clubs  Organized 

Ten  erosion  clubs  have  been  organized  in  the  Elm  Creek  Water- 
shed for  the  purpose  of  studying  farm  problems  in  connection 
with  the  erosion  program.  Following  is  a list  of  clubs  organ- 
ized with  their  officers. 

■ Big  Elm  Area 


-Zabcikville  & Seaton 


Moody 


Oe  navi  lie 


(H.M.  Jakubik,  President 
(Leo  Hoelscher,  Secretary 

(O.A.  Gerloff,  President 
(Bly  Teague,  Secretary 

(H.p.  Linn,  Direotor 
(W,A.  Gwin,  Director 
(W.B.  McDonald,  Director 


The  • Zabcikville  & Seaton  club  which  meets  at  Flag  Hall  will 
hold  its  regular  meeting  the  last  Friday  in  this  month,  July 
27th,  for  discussion  of  trench  silos  as  well  as  erosion  prob- 
lems. Everyone  interested  is  invited  to  attend. 

North  Elm  Area 


YjTestphalia 


(H.A.  Hoelscher,  President 
(Martin  Roe sslar, Secretary 


Wilson  School 


(A.  Vickers,  President 
(A. A.  W inkl eman , SEc re t ary 


Barclay 


(Charlie  Ocker,  President 
(Edward  Hoelscher , Sec ret ary 

(B.  Crenan..  President 
(M.C.  Russell,  Secretary  , 


North  Elm 
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South  Elm  Area 


New  Colony 


(i.J.  Baca,  President 
(Adolph  Schiller,  Secretary 


Lee  Dale 


(W.E.  Marchak,  President 
( J.C. ' Kotchum,  Secretary 


Rogers 


(H*L.  Word,  President 
(H.L.  Spencer,  Secretary 


These  olubs  were  organized  for  the  specific  purpose  of  getting 
fanners  interested  in  the  erosion  program  and  to  get  the  re- 
spective communities  to  sign  up  85  % so  that  this  area  could 
be  included  in  the  Big  Elm  Creek  Project.  If  these  areas  come 
in  these  clubs  will  be  permanent  and  will  meet  regularly  to 
discuss  various  farm  problems. 


Erosion  Survey 


The  Soil  Erosion  Service  is  now  making  an  erosion  survey  which 
will  coyer  the  entire  watershed  but  will  show  soil  type,  slope 
of  ground,  degree  of  erosion,  and  present  land  use.  To  date 
about  15,000  acres  in  tho  upper  end  of  the  watershed  have  been 
mapped.  The  purpose  of  this  survey  is  to  show  the  exact  extent 
to  which  erosion  has  progressed  and  to  determine  which  lands 
would  best  bo  taken  out  of  cultivation  because  of  excessive 
slope  or  erosion.  In  the  area  between  Troy  and  Moody  about 
60  %9  or  6 to  8 inches,  of  the  fertile  topsoil  has  been  re- 
moved and  completely  lost  by  erosion.  On  the  steeper  slopes 
all  the  topsoil  has.  been  washed  away.  And  this,  we  must  remember, 
has  happened  in.  less  than  60  years.  At  this  rate  of  erosion, 
in  another  60  years  only  chalky  limestone  or  yellow,  poor  sub- 
soil will  remain. 


Progross  News 


1.  2,6lLj.,l6i|  foot, of  terrace -linos  have  been  run  on  farms 
in  the  Big  Elm  watershed. 

2.  764,209  feet  of  terraces,  have  been  constructed. 
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3,  48I4.  permanent  and  temporary  dams  have  been  constructed 
for  gully  control  and  to  protect  terrace  outlets, 
ij..  3I4.O  acres  strip-cropped. 

5,  298  acres  of  pasture  contour  furrowed.  . 

6.  226  acres  retired  from  cultivation  and  put  into  perma- 
nent pastures, 

7#  6,000  sets  Donax  (Georgia  Cane)  set  out  for  gully  con- 
trol as  well  as  several  thousand  sets  of  dewberries 
' and  honeysuckle, 

8,  Cver  1,000  truck  loads  Bermuda  sod  set  out  in  permanent 
pastures  and  for  gully  control. 

9.  Owing  to  the  demand  by  farmers  for  graders  and  Presnoes 
the  Soil  Erosion  Service  is  purchasing  25  more  Fresnoes 
and  20  or  more  graders  to  supplement  the  50  graders  and 
25  Fresnoes  already  in  the  field. 

L0.  I4.OO  B,C.W.  men  are  building  an  average  of  over  50  dams 
or  spillways  in  the  watershed  each  week. 

Erosion  Facts  of  National  Interest 

1.  Rainwater,  running  wild  has  destroyed  the  equivalent  • 

of  II4.0, 000  farms  of -250  acres  each. 

2.  125,000,000  acres  of  land  now  in  cultivation  has  lost 
all  or  the  greater  part  of  its  topsoil. 

3.  Every  year  3 billion  tons  of  soil  material  are  washed 
out  of  tho  fields  and  pasturos  of  the  nation. 

I4..  Enough  soil  washes  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
River  every  year  to  build  1,250  farms  of  l60  acres  each, 
all  having  a depth  twice  that  of  the  average  upland  soil 
of  America. 

What  the  Farmers  Say 

[S.  V.  Akin  told  a group  of  men  in  Moody  the  other  day  that  he 
would  not  take  $1,500.00  for  the  terraces  on  his  53  acre  farm. 

Jerry  Eojl,  a farmer  near  Seaton,  who  has  part  of  his  farm  terraced 
and  part  not  terraced,  told  a group  of  men  at  a meeting  in  Oenavillc 
that  in  cultivating  his  land  he  stirred  up  moisture  on  the  terraced 
field,  and  could  hard] v grot  his  clows  in  the  ground  on  the  unter- 
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raced,  land,  because  it  was  so  dry* 

E ,C,W,.  Camp  Hews: . 

YFell  sodded  grassland  is  the  most  effective  means  of  erosion 
control*  Well  sodded  ditched  will  not  wash  under  favorable 
conditions  * Terraces  emptying  into  well  sodded  ditches  on 
ordinary  slopes  and  into  sodded  pastures,  require  no  other 
protection  at  the  outlets  and  the  increased  water  on  the 
pasture  makes  better,  grazing.. 

The  Temple  E.C*W,  Camp  is  building  about  25  erosion  control 
structure .s  each  week.,,  and  are 'now  working  in.  the  Qenaville 
community.  200  men  in  this  camp  are  doing  good  work  under 
the  direction  of  the  foil  owing  staff  of  trained  men: 

. .W*  J.  Doane,  Superintendent 

.LevdJs  K.  Black,  Engineer 

-^oresaen 

A.  0.  Harvey  Cody  McCracken 

L,  C.  Sbnnington  Albert.  Nutt,  Jr, 

S.  L.  Anders  _ E,  A,  Mittanck  * 

The  Troy  E.C«W«  Camp  is  building  about  25  erosion  control  * 
structures  each  week  and'  are  now  working  in  the  Troy  com- 
munity. The  200  men  in  this  camp  are  doing  good  work  under 
the  competent  direction  of  the  following  staff: 

W,  H.  Chandler,  Superintendent 
S.  A.  Nixon,  Engineer 
Foremen 

William  Timmons  C,  H,  Crain 

E.  A.  Harris  J.  P.  Howard 

C,  W.  Duncan  C.  B.  Tooley 


Below  is  a set-up  of  the  supervisory  staff  of  the  Soil  Erosion 
Service  for  the  Central  Texas,  Project  No.  ij.. 


H.  V.  Geib,  ' 

Regional  Director 


\ 

! . 

Hassie  F.  Lane,  i 

ADVISORY  COUNCIL: 

Chief  Cleric- 

T.O.  Walt on,  President, 

! 

'V- 

A.  & M.  College 

Frances  H.  McClelland,  1. 

\ 

A.B.  Conner,  Director, 

Stenographer  | 

, 

Tex.  Agr.  Exp.  Station 
P-.G.  Haines,  State  Dir. 
Agricultural  Education 
O.B.  Martin,  Directpr, 
State  Extension  Service 

. V,  W.  W o odman , 

Chief  Agronomist 
(Field  Supervisor) 

H.  0.  Hill, 

Chief  Agricultural 
Engineer 

A.  W.  Groves, 
Agricultural  Engineer 

i i 

B.  L.  Marshall,  W,  F.  Saage, 

Erosion- Specialist  Agronomist 

1 1 11  r-  ■'  1 n 1 T> 

W.  J.  Neumann, 
Extension  Agent 

< 

j 

Harvey  Oakes, 

Soil  Expert 

" ' ..i 

E.  M.  Anderson,  Jr. 
Assistant  Agricultural 
Engineer 

M . L ♦ * Bryant  ’ I T.  Wright  Neal 

Surveyor j Surveyor 


